
  

 

SUN, MOON, & 

SOLAR SYSTEM 
A 4 week Unit Study 

Grades 4, 5, 6, 7 

HOW TO USE THIS STUDY 
This unit study contains a list of resources and 

activities for you to use in your studies. Choose those 

that will best suit your students, time, and learning 

environment. My hope is that you will enjoy the 

process of learning and not feel constricted by the 

timeline or activities. Make changes as they suit your 

needs and enjoy your time learning together!  

Michelle Morgan 
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file is not for redistribution or sharing. 

 



Sun, Moon, & Solar System 
A 4 week unit study 

Grades 4, 5, 6, 7 

Subjects Covered 
Science 
Language Arts 
History 
Math 
Art 
 

Resources 
 
https://www.youtube.com/u
ser/astrumspace/featured 
 
Terraforming Mars board 
game 
 
https://www.nasa.gov/topics
/solarsystem/index.html 
 
Apollo 13 movie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 1 
 

1. The student checks out a non-fiction book from the library 

about space. After reading the book, the student writes a 

paper about what they learned from the book. 

2. Watch Videos from Astrum about the planets in our solar 

system. The website information is in the resources. 

3. The student paints or draws each of the planets in our 

solar system. When dry, cut the planets out. 

4. The student researches the planets to find out their size 

and distance from the sun. 

5. The student sequences the planets they created by size, 

then by distance to the sun, and finally in alphabetical 

order. 

Week 2 
 

1. Discuss what is needed to allow people to live on a planet.  

2. Which planets could people live on? Why or why not? 

Have the students write about this topic. 

3. Discuss what it would take to terraform a planet for 

people to live on it. 

4. Play the Terraforming Mars board game 

5. Discuss the game. What aspects were realistic and what 

parts could only be science fiction? 

Week 3 
 

1. Learn about the Sun at the NASA website in the resources. 

2. Learn about the planets at the NASA website in the 

resources. The site includes virtual planets to explore. 

3. Learn about the moon at the NASA website in the 

resources. The virtual moon includes landing locations 

from space missions. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/astrumspace/featured
https://www.youtube.com/user/astrumspace/featured
https://www.nasa.gov/topics/solarsystem/index.html
https://www.nasa.gov/topics/solarsystem/index.html


4. Learn about space travel at the NASA website in the resources. 

5. After spending most of the week exploring the NASA website, discuss with the kids about all that 

they learned. 

6. Students create a nature journal type page sharing the information they found most interesting 

this week along with illustrations. 

 

Week 4 
 

1. Students draw a diagram of a space shuttle and label its parts. 

2. Students make a model space shuttle. This could be made of Legos, clay, recycled materials, or 

any other way that the students think up.  

3. Study the phases of the moon and have students make their own diagram of the phases. 

4. Use sand and marbles to learn how the craters on the moon were formed. 

5. Watch the Apollo 13 movie. 

6. Discuss the dangers involved with space exploration. 
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