
  

 

SHAKESPEARE 
A 6 week Unit Study 

Grades 6, 7, 8, 9 

HOW TO USE THIS STUDY 
This unit study contains a list of resources and 

activities for you to use in your studies. Choose those 

that will best suit your students, time, and learning 

environment. My hope is that you will enjoy the 

process of learning and not feel constricted by the 

timeline or activities. Make changes as they suit your 

needs and enjoy your time learning together!  

Michelle Morgan 
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Shakespeare 
A 6 week unit study 

Grades 6, 7, 8, 9 

Subjects Covered 
Language Arts 
History 
Art 
 

Resources 
 
Who Was William 
Shakespeare  
by Celeste Mannis 
 
http://virtualtourtheworld.c
om/index.php/50-
shakespeare-s-globe 
 
One of Shakespeare’s plays 
 
Film rendition of the chosen 
play or field trip to a live play 
 
Kill Shakespeare board game 
 
http://www.shakespeare-
online.com/sonnets/sonnets
tyle.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 1 
 

1. Read Who was William Shakespeare. It covers his life, 

work, and what life was like in the 1500s and early 1600s. 

2. Discuss life in Shakespeare’s time. How was it different 

from our life now and how was it the same? 

3. Do a virtual tour of the Globe Theater. A website with a 

virtual tour is included in the resources section. 

4. Draw a diagram of the Globe Theater. 

5. Discuss the format of a play and how to read it. 

Week 2 & 3 
 

1. Read through half an act of one of Shakespeare’s plays 

together each day. If possible, assign a character to each 

person participating. This may take more than one week 

depending on the number of acts and speed of reading. No 

Fear Shakespeare is an especially nice series for 

Shakespeare’s plays as they have the original text side by 

side with modern language. This makes it quick and easy 

to determine what is being said. 

2. Each day, students write a summary of the act that was 

read along with an illustration. 

Week 4 
 

1. Watch a film or live rendition of the play you read, if 

available. 

2. Discuss the similarities and differences between the play 

and the movie if the movie is based on the play and not a 

direct performance. 

3. Discuss the changes and liberties the director made in the 

film if it was a direct performance. Did it affect the story? 

Did it make the story more relatable to today’s audience? 
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4. Have students prepare a reenactment of a scene from the play they read. Allow them to present 

it creatively. They may utilize acting, puppetry, video, or any other method they come up with.   

 

Week 5 
 

1. Play Kill Shakespeare the board game. It is a 2-3 hour game plus time to teach, so this may take 

more than one sitting. 

2. Discuss The characters in the board game and how they differed from the characters in the 

plays. How were they the same? 

3. In the game Shakespeare is powerful because he can control what happens to the characters 

through the use of his pen. Discuss the control an author has on the world they write about. 

4. Have students write a story in which the characters are aware of the author writing it. 

Week 6 
 

1. Read Shakespeare’s Sonnets 

2. Learn how a sonnet is written. Information about sonnet style is available at the website in the 

resources section. 

3. Have students write a sonnet of their own. 

4. Have students present their sonnet orally. 
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